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What’s going on with Corpus Christi during the winter?
‘ Online Board meetings continue on a regular basis. In the last one, the Board

decided on the place of next year’s conference. Get excited! After 2015 in Riga,
we return to LATVIA! However, this time the conference will be held in the
historical, beautiful, sea-shore city of Liepaja. The Board and the Latvian
working group are going to meet up in Latvia the last weekend of January. Apart
from conference preparations, the Board will also spend time discussing the
strategy of the organisation and thinking about long-term development. If you
have ideas, please write an email or a message to a board member!

Beneath you find information about a couple of other events that are connected
with the work of Corpus Christi.

New Year’s Corpus Christi is going to
29.12.2022-11.2023 take place soon in Loimaa, Finland.
The topics treated will be King David
COR PU S and Christian bravery as well as the
I\ expression of emotions in the book of

( Psalms.
CH RISTI As last time, there will be an ice
bathing competition. Who can stay the
' y longest in the ice-cold water, after
warming up in the sauna?! The winner

will receive a 50€ voucher for next year
“s summer conference!

After two years of online meetings, the
Network of Young Lutheran Theo-
logians (NYLT) meets again live and
in action 10th to 12th of February 2023
in Brasov, Romania. Theme of the
conference: The Sacrament of Holy
Absolution. Everyone who is currently
studying or has studied theology is
invited. The goal of the meeting is to
enrich one another in discussion led by
the Pastors John Bombaro, Sorin-Horia
Trifa and David Preus.

Check out the website: nylt.eu

From the 23rd to the 27th of August
2023, the German-speaking daughter
of Corpus Christi ,,5-Tage-Weigers-
dorf“ (,,5-days-Weigersdorf“) takes
place in Eastern Germany, not far
from the Polish border. The main
speaker is Rev. Dr. Karl Bohmer from
South Africa, who will address the
topic: ,,We who are justified give
witness to our hope“ — ,,Gerechtfertigte
geben Rechenschaft {iber Hoffnung*
Find more information here:
fiinftageweigersdorf.de



http://www.corpuschristi.eu/

Bible reading and devotional:

And she gave birth to her firstborn son. (Luke 2:7)

Anytime a baby is born, a true miracle occurs. It is hard to grasp how fast the baby has developed during the nine
months in the mother’s womb. Now there are complex organs. The child is able to breath, to cry, to move, to hear,
to see, to taste, and do so much more. The birth of a child — truly a miracle!

However, this miracle does not happen without sacrifice and pain. As long as the child was in the womb, the
mother provided everything for it. Only mothers know the pain of childbirth. There are dangers involved for them.
Certainly, no one can express his gratitude towards his own mother enough, even if only regarding these nine
months.

When the Son of God came down from heaven in order to become a human being, he first became an unborn baby.
He did not skip this part. God did not put him on this earth as a ,finished” adult. Jesus, too, developed in his
mother’s womb. As true man, he had to learn everything just like we have to.

God also did not give Mary an exemption from pain and suffering, when he became man. She not only received
the message of the angel in faith and therefore believed that she as virgin would bear him. Nine months long she
provided for him through the umbilical cord. She had to endure the same pain of childbirth as every other mother
has to. That’s why she is duly honored in the Christian church, although we should only invoke and pray to her
son, Jesus Christ.

God humbles himself this much. He comes wonderfully close to us. He shares in our fate, in our experience to
such a high degree. Every newborn is a reminder that God’s Son came to us as such a baby. That’s what the
Christian Church celebrates every Divine Service, particularly during the Christmas season.

Quote from a Church Father: Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, Sermon 185

,»That day, Christmas, is called the birthday of the Lord on which the Wisdom of God manifested himself as a
speechless Child and the Word of God wordlessly uttered the sound of a human voice. His divinity, although
hidden, was revealed by heavenly witness to the Magi and was announced to the shepherds by angelic voices.
With yearly ceremony, therefore, we celebrate this day which saw the fulfillment of the prophecy: “Truth is
sprung out of the earth: and justice hath looked down from heaven” (Ps. 84:12). Truth, eternally existing in the
bosom of the Father, has sprung from the earth so that he might exist also in the bosom of a mother. Truth,
holding the world in place, has sprung from the earth so that he might be carried in the hands of a woman. Truth,
incorruptibly nourishing the happiness of the angels, has sprung from the earth in order to be fed by human
milk. Truth, whom the heavens cannot contain, has sprung from the earth so that he might be placed in a
manger.

For whose benefit did such unparalleled greatness come in such lowliness? Certainly for no personal advantage,
but definitely for our great good, if only we believe.

Arouse yourself, O man; for you God has become man. “Awake, sleeper, and arise from among the dead, and
Christ will enlighten thee” (Eph. 5:14). For you, I repeat, God has become man. If he had not thus been born in
time, you would have been dead for all eternity. Never would you have been freed from sinful flesh, if he had
not taken upon himself the likeness of sinful flesh. Everlasting misery would have engulfed you, if he had not
taken this merciful form. You would not have been restored to life, had he not submitted to your death; you
would have fallen, had he not succored you; you would have perished, had he not come.

Let us joyfully celebrate the coming of our salvation and redemption. Let us celebrate the festal day on which
the great and timeless One came from the great and timeless day to this brief span of our day.“

Check out the lectures of this year’s conference by Pastor David Preus and past lectures (scroll down):
https://www.corpuschristi.eu/media/

You want to support our cause by donating? Check this out: https://www.corpuschristi.eu/donate/

Please pass this newsletter on to others who might be interested. If your friends want to sign up for the newsletter, let them know
they can do it right here: https://www.corpuschristi.eu/media/
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